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Personal Information: 

Date of Birth: 9th November 1954, Nelson, Lancashire, England 

Marital status:  Single (divorced) with three children (Katherine (25), Joseph (23), Robert (19) ) 

Citizenship:  Dual Citizen of United Kingdom and USA 

Profession:  Professor of Neuroscience, Department of Molecular Neuroscience and Reta Lila 
Weston Laboratories, Institute of Neurology,University College, Queen Square 
House, London WC1 3BG, England 

 
Education 
Schooling:   
Primary:  St. Wilfred's Elementary School, Northwich, Cheshire, England 

Secondary:  Cheshire and St. Ambrose College, Hale Barns, Cheshire, England 

Undergraduate: 1973-1976, Biochemistry II(i) Degree, Leeds University, England  

Postgraduate:  1976-1979, PhD Awarded (Neurochemistry): 1981, Imperial College, London, 
England 
Supervisor: Professor Harry Bradford 

Thesis:  On the Release of Amino Acid Neurotransmitters from Mammalian 
Synaptosomes 

 
Present Appointments: 

2007 - Professor of Neuroscience, Institute of Neurology, University College, London 

2007 - Honorary Senior Scientist, Laboratory of Neurogenetics, NIA/NIH 
 
Previous Positions: 

2007 - present Professor of Neuroscience, University College, London, England 

2001 - 2007 Honorary Professor of Neuroscience, University College, London, England  

2001 - 2007 Chief, Laboratory of Neurogenetics, National Institute on Aging, NIH, Bethesda, 
Maryland, USA 

1999 - 2001 Director and Chair, Department of Neuroscience, Mayo Clinic Jacksonville, 
Florida, USA 

1996 - 2001 Consultant and Professor of Pharmacology, Mayo Clinic Jacksonville, Florida, 
USA 

1992 - 1996 Pfeiffer Endowed Professor for Alzheimer's Disease Research, University of 
South Florida, Tampa, Florida, USA 



 

 

 

 

 

1989 - 1992 Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor), Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Genetics, Imperial College, London, England 

1984 - 1989 Lecturer (Assistant Professor), Department of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Genetics, St. Mary's Hospital (merged with Imperial College, 1987), London, 
England 

1983 - 1984 Docent (Assistant Professor), Swedish Brain Bank, Department of Pathology, 
University of Umea, Sweden 

1982 - 1983 Honorary Lecturer (Assistant Professor), Department of Biochemistry, University 
of Newcastle upon Tyne, England 

1979 - 1983 Postdoctoral Assistant, Medical Research Council Neuroendocrinology Unit, 
University of Newcastle upon Tyne, England 

 

Honours and Awards: 
1991 Peter Debje Prize, University of Limburg, Belgium, For Alzheimer's Research 

1992 IPSEN Prize for Research into Alzheimer's Disease 

1993 Potamkin Prize (American Academy of Neurology) for Alzheimer's Research 

1995 Allied Signal Prize for Research into Aging 

1995 MetLife Prize for Research into Alzheimer’s disease 

2002 Kaul Prize for Research into Alzheimer’s disease 
 
PhD Student Supervision: 

1982 - 1985  Per Wester, University of Umea (Co-supervisor: currently Professor of Medicine 
University of Umea) 

1984 - 1987  Richard Cowburn, Imperial College (Supervisor: currently Staff Scientist, Astra-
Zeneca) 

1994 - 2000  Guy Prihar, University of South Florida (Supervisor: currently Patent Lawyer) 

1997 - 2003  Cindy Zehr, Mayo Clinic (Co-supervisor: currently postdoc) 

2003 - 2007  Hon Chung Fung, University College (Co-supervisor) 
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